CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART            4n
No one dared wait to face his blow
But forfeited his life thereby.
And now came down our soldiery
Into the town and through the streets.
And men were wounded, noble feats
Of arms were done, men slashed and slain.
Thus were avenged the wounds and pain                            11,190
Of those folk, helpless, sick, and ill,
Whom the Turks had seen fit to kill
When they had found them in the town.
And still our men kept coming down
And still kept dealing shame among
The Saracens.18 But why prolong
The tale? All those whom they could take
Within the walls, who could not make
Escape most promptly from the city,
Were killed at once and without pity.                                  11,200
Thus was the city freed, and shame
Was heaped upon their people's name.
SALADIN'S RETREAT
Though he had fought the whole day through,
The king sped after to pursue
The foe. He then had but three steeds.
Not even in Roncevaux were deeds
Performed, by old or youthful men,
By Christian or by Saracen,
In such a way or such a manner ;
For, when his foes perceived his banner,                               11,210
They quailed before him left and right.
No place for cowards was this fight,
For God never made snow or rain
(Even when in a hurricane
18 Beha ed Din (pp, 369-71) confirms this in almost every detail, including the in*
cident of the man who swam out to tell Richard that the citadel still held out. He adds
that those within the citadel, when they saw that Richard was not landing his forces,
felt themselves abandoned and sent envoys asking terms of surrender. The envoys were
talking to Saladin when the fighting broke out afresh.